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Exodus 1:15-19 
15 And the king of Egypt spake to the 

Hebrew midwives, of which the name of 

the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the 

other Puah: 
16 And he said, When ye do the office of a 

midwife to the Hebrew women, and see 

them upon the stools; if it be a son, then 

ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, 

then she shall live. 



17 But the midwives feared God, and did not as 

the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved 

the men children alive. 
18 And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, 

and said unto them, Why have ye done this 

thing, and have saved the men children alive? 
19 And the midwives said unto Pharaoh, Because 

the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian 

women; for they are lively, and are delivered ere 

the midwives come in unto them. 

 



20 Therefore God dealt well with the 

midwives: and the people multiplied, and 

waxed very mighty. 
21 And it came to pass, because the 

midwives feared God, that he made them 

houses. 
22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, 

saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast 

into the river, and every daughter ye shall 

save alive. 

 



midwives knew that fetuses are liable to be 

harmed during the course of the delivery and be 

born with some physical defect. They therefore 

stood and prayed: “Master of the Universe, You 

know that we did not fulfill Pharaoh’s edict, but 

we seek to fulfill Your word. Master of the 

worlds, may the child emerge unscathed, so that 

the Israelites will not find a reason to speak 

against us, saying that we wanted to kill them, 

and they were born with defects.” God 

immediately accepted the prayer of the midwives 

and all the children were born without flaw.  



Jochebed 



Exodus 2: 1-2 

Now a man from the house of 

Levi went and took as his wife a 

Levite woman.  

 The woman conceived and bore 

a son, and when she saw that he 

was a fine child, she hid him 

three months. 



Exodus 6:20 

And Amram took him Jochebed his 

father's sister to wife; and she 

bare him Aaron and Moses: and the 

years of the life of Amram were an 

hundred and thirty and seven 

years. 



Numbers 26:59 

And the name of Amram's 

wife was Jochebed, the 

daughter of Levi, whom her 

mother bare to Levi in 

Egypt: and she bare unto 

Amram Aaron and Moses, and 

Miriam their sister. 



Exodus 1:22 

And Pharaoh charged all his 

people, saying, Every son that is 

born ye shall cast into the river, 

and every daughter ye shall save 

alive. 



ZIPPORAH 



Exodus 4:20-30 
20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set 

them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of 

Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 
21 And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest 

to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those 

wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in 

thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he 

shall not let the people go. 
 



22 And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith 

the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: 
23 And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he 

may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him 

go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy 

firstborn. 
24 And it came to pass by the way in the inn, 

that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. 
25 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut 

off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his 

feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art 

thou to me. 

 


